





THE PORES OF DECEPTION

know it is random? This would be a sensible way for an electromagnetic
entity to communicate, with much less fuss than poltergeist action. Spirits
are screaming to be heard, but most of us live in a world where they are
not welcome. Although the doses were too small to be noticed or measured
in the cluster headache research, they could have opened a channel for
the voice of an insistent spirit to be heard, to pop a new idea into a head or
unconsciously change a habit, and mediumship can be as simple as that.

Leaving aside the spooks of the astral plane and the intelligence
services, psychedelics have enormous positive potential. They alleviate
crippling headaches, tackle addictions and ‘terminal’ illnesses, and have
been effective in combating Parkinson’s disease.'® Several diabetics have
reported reduced insulin requirements after using LSD.' They have inspired
technologies, social movements and art forms, and most of them cause
less tissue damage than an Aspirin. They are non-addictive and very rarely
implicated in crimes and deaths, unlike alcohol, which kills something like
1.8 million every year,'® breaking lives and livers around the globe. Some
drugs make you feel good and then terrible later. Psychedelics sometimes
make you feel rotten, but as the first ‘shroom-head of the modern era put it:

the next morning, you are fit to go to work. But how unimportant work
seems to you, by comparison with the portentous happenings of that
night! If you can, you prefer to stay close to the house, and, with those
who lived through that night, compare notes, and utter ejaculations of
amazement.'®

So why are drugs illegal? Why were millions of Americans busted for
possession of cannabis whilst the president who didn’t inhale held office?'
Why does the DEA withhold the only drugs known to relieve the agony of
migraines? Where did this nasty little bureau come from?

The War on Drugs has more to do with economics than anything else.
The first drug targeted was alcohol, and though Prohibition successfully
wiped out ethanol stills for producing home made fuel, it failed utterly to
stop Americans from drinking. Cannabis was criminalised shortly after
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research found no relationship between ganja and either lung cancer'?
or low grades at school,”” and the record number of Olympic gold medals
recently won by a ganja smoker renders ridiculous the idea that ganja
interferes with either one’s ambition or health."™

A Harvard professor of psychiatry surveyed all the available medical
literature on marijuana, and found no evidence for any of the claims in
over two thousand studies."” The exception is the claim that ganja causes
psychosis. Ganja does not cause psychosis, which is a long term condition,
but it has been known to cause a psychotic state, meaning that things
go loopy for a few hours until the effects of the drug wear off. Ganja opens
the eyes to what was previously hidden. One may notice for the first
time that the world is completely out of balance, and heading towards
catastrophe. A revelation like this can occasionally, very occasionally, panic
an inexperienced smoker, especially combined with the ordeal of buying
ganja on the black market, and the risk of arrest, which is not a paranoid
delusion but a very real possibility.

Thirty-five US states endorsed referenda on medical marijuana in
the light of evidence of anti-inflammatory, antibacterial, antimicrobial,
anticonvulsive, analgesic, anti-emetic, laxative and sedative properties, and
action against glaucoma, asthma, tumours and nausea.” Ganja stimulates
the appetite and relieves depression without the risks of abnormal bleeding
and extended psychotic episodes associated with drugs like Prozac.™

Ancient Egyptians, Greeks, Indians, and Chinese used it for oedema,
inflammation and other maladies, and for religious rites, for fibre and paper.
Its noble medical history continued until the nineteenth century, when Queen
Victoria used it for period pains.” Thomas Jefferson smuggled Chinese seeds
past the British to America,” and George Washington ordered his gardener
to “make the most of the Indian hemp seed, and sow it everywhere!™® The
first US president also noted in his diary that he separated male and female
plants, something only done to
keep the flower unfertilised and
psychoactively potent.

The dark history of the
criminalisation of ganja is
outside the scope of this book,
and covered in an article on my
website. The long and the short
of it is that the War on Drugs is
a fifty billion dollar per annum
s exercise in protecting commercial
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medical properties, paper mills pulping forests,
cotton manufacturers spreading large quantities
of agricultural chemicals which hemp does
not require, and breweries selling a different
high. The biggest profiteers, however, are in
the oil trade, because hemp can provide many
materials which are equal to or better than
petroleum products, from fuel to creosote to cosmetics to tougher, lighter
fibre composites preferred by Ford, BMW, and Honda.

The DEA repeatedly destroyed industrial hemp grown legally on Lakota
reservation land, against an 1868 ruling that the Indians can grow
whatever they please, and against the wishes of eighty percent of polled
South Dakotans. Shipments of hemp foods are held until their best-before
date passed, and a box of hemp T-shirts sent by a company I worked for
was impounded (as if someone might try and smoke a T-shirt?). Countries
under American pressure follow suit. In Japan, for example, cultivation
has been heavily restricted since the occupation, despite being a traditional
ingredient in Japanese food, used for ropes in Shinto shrines, the robes of
monks and emperors, and the belts of sumo champions.

The War on Drugs causes no obvious reduction in the consumption
of drugs, and it is conducted by people like the US senator who ordered
an aircraft carrier to the Bolivian coast to force her cooperation, only to
be told that Bolivia has no coast.” Six years and 4.7 billion dollars spent
spraying defoliant over Columbian rainforest and its inhabitants has not
reduced the availability of cocaine on US streets, and in the UK, intensive
police operations have “no discernable impact on drug availability, price or
purity.”® In fact, the price of a gram has fallen steadily over the last twenty-
five years, whilst drug producers aggressively push deeper into Indian
territories in the jungle to escape the authorities.

Cocaine was first sold as a tonic, and heroin was a cough medicine.
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minority who do often have lives so painful
that prison is no deterrent. Heroin may screw
you up in the long term, but in the short term
it pushes happy buttons. It makes you feel
like a hero, which is how it earned its name.

Whereas prohibition increases, or perhaps
creates a drug problem, decriminalization
has the opposite effect. When the Swiss
W Medical Service began prescribing heroin
Nd in a safe and, significantly, a boring clinical
environment, all the grimy chic was taken out
of the habit. Addicts used less and committed
fewer crimes, and their health, work, and financial situations improved
dramatically. The state saved forty-five francs per user per day,'® and the
park once known as ‘Needlespark’ became safe for children to play in again.

Synthesised and glamorised drugs such as cocaine and heroin are
addictive and potentially dangerous, but plant psychedelics are not. Datura
is the one exception, at which even this reverend draws the line. The others,
used with the respect they deserve, do nothing more sinister than open your
eyes. They liberate a chained mind, and this is the only danger they pose
to anyone. They threaten the powers that be, because they hint at how life
could be without them.

TV is far more pathogenic than many drugs, rooting users to the couch
and interfering with our physiology. Pupils dilate as soon as it is switched
on, and blood pressure falls as blood pools in the buttocks. Like many
things, it is not too serious in moderation, but TV is seriously addictive,
claiming six and a half hours of the average American’s day. Even the most
dedicated acid-fiend doesn’t spent six and a half hours every day tripping. TV
makes sustained thought impossible, crippling social life and conversation.
Whereas heroin users have plenty to think about, not least the pressing
question of where the next fix will come from, TV is available all the time at
the flick of a switch. It should carry a surgeon’s warning: ‘Caution: using
this device around children makes them stupid’. More than any mind-
bending drug, TV bends the mind towards familiar themes, towards sport,
sex, trivia, and state-approved news. I prefer to bend my mind in another
direction, around the laws, mores, and bars of my cage.

Good drugs? Bad drugs?
Good laws? Bad laws?
Mummy? Or Daddy?

Are drugs and laws the problem here, or is it dualism itself?
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